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BILL SUMMARY: Building standards: electric vehicle charging infrastructure.

This bill requires the Building Standards Commission (Commission), as part of the next building code
adoption cycle, to include mandatory building standards for the installation of electric vehicle charging
infrastructure in multifamily dwellings and non-residential development.

FISCAL SUMMARY

The Commission estimates costs of $45,000 Building Standards Administration Special Revolving Fund
and one staff position, on a two-year limited term basis, to implement the provisions of this measure.
However, Finance believes these costs are absorbable within the development of the next update of the
Building Standards Code.

The Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) indicates costs associated with this
measure are minor and absorbable within existing resources because HCD is already in the process of
addressing the feasibility of electric vehicle charging infrastructure in residential dwellings and actively
consults with stakeholders and other interested parties for all rulemaking activities consistent with existing
law and administrative regulations.

COMMENTS

The Department of Finance is neutral on this bill because it furthers California's health-based air quality
standards and greenhouse gas emission goals. This measure establishes mandatory building standards
for future electric vehicle charging infrastructure in multifamily structures and non-residential development.

The California Building Standards Law establishes the Commission and the process for adopting state
building codes. Under this process, relevant state agencies propose amendments to model building codes,
which the Commission must then adopt, modify, or reject. Not all buildings fall under the jurisdiction of a
relevant state agency. Most commercial, industrial, and manufacturing structures are considered local
buildings, over which local governments may determine applicable building standards. With respect to
green building standards, however, current law gives the Commission authority to adopt building standards
for these local buildings.

This bill requires the Commission, as part of the next triennial adoption of the Building Standards Code, to
include mandatory building standards for the installation of electric vehicle charging infrastructure in
multifamily dwellings and non-residential development. This bill further requires the HCD to develop and
propose these standards for multifamily dwellings and requires both HCD and the Commission to consult
actively with interested parties in the development of those standards. This bill does not require standards
for single-family homes.

The Commission has maintained a separate chapter of the Building Standards Code, known as the
CalGreen Code, that contains green building standards. The 2010 CalGreen Code allows cities and
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COMMENTS (continued)

counties to adopt additional tiers of green building standards, known as Tier 1 and Tier 2 standards, some
of which are mandatory and some of which are voluntary for builders to follow. This bill requires HCD
and Commission to use existing sections of the CalGreen Code as the starting point for the mandatory
building standards and to amend those standards as necessary. The existing sections that relate to electric
vehicle charging are found in the Tier 1 and Tier 2 portions of the CalGreen Code, which apply only in
those cities and counties that have adopted them. While this bill gives HCD and the Commission discretion
to determine the ultimate requirements, the author's office desires to see these Tier 1 or Tier 2 standards
applied statewide and expanded to require a certain percentage of parking spaces in non-residential
buildings to be wired for electric vehicle chargers specifically.

According to the author's office, there are currently no mandatory building standards for electric vehicle
charging infrastructure in new development in spite of the fact that accelerating the market for electric
vehicles is a cornerstone of California’s long-term strategy to reduce pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions from the transportation sector. This bill recognizes the need to incorporate electric vehicle
infrastructure into new construction now to avoid expensive retrofitting in the future.
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